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in my bands, yet, since true greatness consists in doing
the will of God, my mind is not at ease in this diversity
of sects and creeds; and apart from this outward pomp
of circumstances with what satisfaction in ray despon-
dency can I undertake the sway of the empire? J await
the coming of some wise man of principle who will
resolve the difficulties of my conscience." It is obvious
that Akbar was in search of a spiritual guide. He met
many philosophers, thinkers, scholars, Hindu, Muslim.,
Jain and Christian; but none of them, it seems., could
give him the light, that spiritual pabulum his soul
was hungering for.

Perhaps Akbar was aiming at something which he
was not ready to receive, preoccupied as he was bj
various interests of a mundane and distracting nature.
Nevertheless, his hours of meditation, his contem-
plative turn of mind and his thirst for truth enabled
Viim to a large extent to control the adverse circum-
stances in which he found himself. Akbar was not
free from the influence of the rationalism which was
breaking all over the world in the sixteenth century.
But in him very much more th^n in his great con-
temporaries, Peter of Russia, Elizabeth of England,
and Henry IV of France, it was the religious urge
that guided the trend of his action. And it was this
again that helped him to transcend the bigotry that
reigned rampant all over Europe in the wars of
religion and in the burning of saints. On the whole,
Akbar's signal successes overshadowed his failures;
and it is always the calm, noble and grand monarch
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